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The followingz places of historical interest hove been butchered
by me on your beholf -

Kenilworth Castle, Warwickshire, England.

YWarwick Castle, Yarwickshire, Enzland.

King Jolm's Castle, Co. Louth, Republic of Ireland.
Kempe Stones, Tundonald, Co.Down, Northern Ireoland.
Quesn' e Fort, Corryduff, Co.Down, Northern Irolond.

Photographs, illos and descriptive details of these finoe sites
can be found in the following pazes. Even if you 2re net interested in this
sort of subject, toke heart in the fact that I've purposely tried to inject
a little humour into thoeo peges, ond if the worsc comes to the worse, you
cen elwoys go on a snfari for typo'e....I'm sure there is a good breeding
ground, although I've mone over the stencils corofully to try rnd trap 'em |\

I intond to vroduce one of those issues evory yezr, =nd I get a
great kick from planning out my itinery for your subsoquont edification.

I know that some of you are particularly intorestod, our beloved OE for
example, and I've also token heart from the frct thet in the cnse of my
visits to the two femous castles in England, Kenilworth cnd Werwick, the
touriste wers mostly Americans. Thie I find most siznificant, and it is this
fact which makes me think that perchance T 2m not wasting money ond stoncils
on the productlion of these SPECTAL EISTORICAL ISCUER.

I've mentionod somewhers or other in theso pages that I don't want
to hoz these lmsues. Nothing would give ma grenter sntisfrction than to
publish features about similar subjscts by other SAPS members. Some of the
Los Angeles fen have been to Mexico, 2nd could perhops write about ancient
sites therc....Wroi Ballard could mebbe write = fow pages ebout the site of
Custer's Lost Stond, with pertirent data about the battle....Klous Eylmenn
is sitting on o proverbial zoldmine, because Germony 1s covered with castles
+evol recall once I went down the Rhine nnd the hills on either side of the
river wore s thick with c2stles as pimples on »n cdolescent ' If any of you
do get the urse, try and take o fow photosraphs too ond send them along. I
heve official photographs of most of the sites I've beon to ( particulerly
Worwick Castle, which is run like 2 high-powered businsss orgenisation ) but
I've made o fetish of only using pictures I've token myself, oven though
they haven't got the depth or gquolity of the officinl ones. Even though America
hasn' t much in they way of sitec more thon two or three hundred yeazre old,
there are, for example, the locations of the vast finds of fossils, and here
there is scope aplenty for these poges. Understand thet I have material for
years, but I've 2 selfish roason for snsking for outside contributions...I
want to kmow about those pleces myself. 8o if you enp mansgze 1t, gives...with
photogrephs ( ones vou' ve tnken yoursglf, preferably...because I want you
to write about the places you've zctuelly been tos..] don't want stuff from
books) maps and deseriptive data...and it'll give me the greatest pleassure to
feature yoUsscesnves

Johr Berry
June 1961.



corner towers. Some of the 'slit' windows can be seen in the illo, but
the large windows in the inner walls were enlarged by the Earl of Leicester
in the 16th century.

At the time of the Civil War in England, the north wall of this
splendid Norman Keep was blown up by the Cromwellians. This was in 1649.
It was intended to blow the whole thing up, because it was feared that it
might be the stronghold of some Royzlisis in 2 possible future resistance,
but fortunately for us few stelwart castlephiles, a certain Lord Monmouth,
who had managed to reside there during these hectic times, persuaded the
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Parliementariana to only 'slight' it; i.c., to meke it useless as a
fortress.

S0, to one of coneidersble daring and initiative, it is possible
to climb a steep grassy benk, clamber up fallen masonry and jutting rocks,
and get to the second storey of the keep without the help of o helicopter.
Colin, with 2 smile twitching the corners of his lips, told me I had
conslderable daring and initiotive. As this only confirmed what I thought
myself, I handed him my camera, znd started to climb. Ten finger and thumb
nails lster I was in a bet-like position about Fifty feet above the ground,
pleading with Colin to take the picture to prove nmy virility and nerve.%When
he'd stopped the violent spasms of uncontrolable laughter, he lifted my camera
and took 2 shots I then pondered how I was going to get dowm, because beside
the natural difficulty of the descent, I'd also snapped oy bracers with the
patural difficulty of the ascent. As I conjectured whether modesty should
allow gravity to take ovor, I heard a beautiful girlish voice, on Americen



ALNILYORTH
GASTLE.

Round about 1943, or st may have been sarly 1044
before I joined the army, I cycled to Kenilworth Castle with the girl who is
now my wife. She was only about fifteen at the time, and I was almost eighteen.
We both lived in Birmingham then, and Kenilworth is about fifteen miles %o
the south east of Birmingham. I remember nothing of the castle from that
visit eighteen years ago, save us sitting in the sun all day opposite & high
greyish/reddish castle wall. As far as I recall, we probably spent the day
disoussing the Ming Dymasty. (That'e just put in in case her mother reads this.)

S0 in April 1961, I was in Birmingham once again,
visiting my aged parents, and one sunny day I took son Colin to give Kenilworth
and Warwick Castles the once-over.

We took a Diesel train from Olton station (0 lton is
a rather swanky suburb of Birminghem ) to Leemington 8pa, and thence by a
Midland Red 'bus to Kenilworthe The village itself is typical of the upper
class variety, as opposed to the rustic villages one usually associates with
the middle shires { Werwickshire, Worcestsrshire, Oxfordshire, etc) the shops
are cleaner, and the inhabitants seemed on this occasion to be attired in
riding breeches, and they spoke with rather cultivated accents...a typical
conservative stronghold.

We could see the castle on the skyline, and after
half a miles walk, we came to the entrance. Admittance was cheap ( sixpence
each..about 8 cents )} because the place is under the authority of the Ministry
of Works.

Kenilworth Castle is the name for a large ares,
surrounded by a high wall, which contains five seperate buldings, three in
a ruined state, the other two quite fresh-looking, considering. Here they are:-
Leicester's Gatehouse.e.e....16th century.
Long BaINesesesseeerrnersasss16th cantury.
Norman Keepesssssseroresnaass12th century.
John of Gaunt's Hall.........14%h century.
Leicester's Buildingss.......16th century.
The entrance was affected at the Gatshouse, which had
a TV mast on it, so I ignored that on principle. The Long Barn I just looked
at because it was so long and high that I covidn't miss it...and Colin and
myself concentrated on the three ruined buildings which stood at the north
of the area, as it were, at the threc corncrs of a triangls!

Firstly, we 'dia’' the Norman Keep. I've sketched an illo
of it on the next »aese, from a photozrapk I took, which didn't turn out
sufficiently well to reproduce.->the sunsiine has urncd ‘o overcast sky by
the time we had reached the ancient site.

As you can see from the illo, it is square, with a large



voice, vell 'Hold it'.

For a second I wos alarmed, and then I realised showanted to take wmy
picturs. I gave her movie camera lens a fixed snarl, oand like a limpet with
2 punctured sucker ( 2nd after all, that's whoat T was ) I sneaked orab-like
down the wall and back to the solid “arwickshire oarth.

There were two girle, young, snd with a keen eye for kulture. They
told me they loved visiting old castles in England, and that they hadn't
anything like it ' back home'. I looked modestly downwerds and atiested to this
fact, informing them with rather a superior sneer that I HAD BEEN TO AMERICA.

Ae there was a slight chance of my rumning amok in the close proximity
of these cute gale, T bade them cheerio, and moved across to Johr of Gaunt's
Holl, shuffling along rather strangely with wy hends thrust deeply in nmy
trouser pockets, trying to keep my trousers up. I was hoping, in the privacy
of this great and ancient hall, to oarry out an emergency operation with nmy
tic |}

The massive walls of the Great Hall are moet imposing. The roof of
course is migsing. The Great Hall mezsures 90 fect by 45 feet. It shows two
great fireplnces which appear to be half way up the wall, although the pillars
of & vaulted cellar below the line of the base of the fireoplaces shows that
in fact it is on tho level of the grass outside the Hall. The windows are
high 2nd broad, and the stone fromes, suporbly cearved, still remein. Next
to Westminstor Hall, this hall is coneideored to be the finest of its kind in
Bnglend, Tt is certainly inspiring to stand on the grass, where the bottom
of tho ¢ecllars used to be, and to lock up to the fireplaces, and the massive
windows which must have alwost reeched from ground level to tha roof.

The Inner Court is closs to the Great Hzll, and the romains of tho
State Apartments ( tho Great Chamber and the Second Chamber) wore well
explored and photographed by Colin and myselfs Near the Second Chanber
can be seen the stons foundations of o wooden-framed chapel built by Henry
ITI in circa 1245. Even in Honry VIII's time this chapsl wes o ruin.

The Loicester's Buildings wore built by the Earl betweon 1570 and
1575« They must hove been suporb at tho time, =nd even now the nasonry itself
is massive and reliable. The Ministry of Works has cleoned them up, the grass
is kept short where the Earl of Lelcesber entertoined Queen Elizabeth in
July 1575. That's what T like about being n castlephilesesat loast, the
mental attitude of it, being able to stind outside Leiceters Buildings
and to be almost certain that in 1575 Quesn Elizzbeth stood on the same epot
«+oitls o nice feelinz...almost o feeling of povier«e...

s o ko ke ok Kok ok H KoKk

Most of you reading this will be Americans. Whilet T was at Kenilworth
Cestle I saw many Americans, in feot, I would go so far as to say that of the
forty or fifty people who were looking over the czetle at the same time as
mysclf, ninety percent of ther were Americens. For example, my parents have
lived within fifteen miles of Kenilworth Castle for nigh on thirty years,
and they' ve never even been +0 ite...never even thought of going to it. And
to be honest, the only reason I cveled to Kenilworth Castle haek in VU3 yith
Dizpne woe because it wae a deliphtful ride throuzh the charring Warwickshire
comiryside and we had & bag of Pish piste sandwiches with us, and it was a nice
ride begk to Birminghor opain, We never thought of nctually going over the
castle. T admire American tourists for this cestlephile attitude. It at least
shows a sympathy for historical remnins...whilst the peopls whorn these remains
heve most affected in the pest centuries never ecven think about them. I bet
some of he inhabitents of Kenilworth Village have never cven bsen to the caskle.
I bet some of them don't even know it's there ....s..... cisens
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SRIEP HISTORY OF KENILMORTH CASTLE.

The Konilworth Estate wos given to Geoffrey de Clinton by Henry I in 1122.
The first ottempt at making a fortress out of it was probnbly on earth and
timber fortress, known 2s the motte and bailey type.

The Keep wes built by de Olinton's son or grandson between 1150 and 1175.
Soon after the Keep was finished, Honry II, possibly to try and counteract
the importance of Warwick Castle, half a dozen miles away, took the castle
ovel.

In 1199 King John goined possession of the Keep.

King Johm built the outer wall between 1204 and 1215. So as to obtain some
sort of lnsurance to mcke certain of his observance of the Magna Charta,
Kenilworth was one of the castles put at the disposal of the Barons,

In 1248 Henrv ITI gave the sastle to the Earl of Leicester. Later, Lelcester
opposed the king, and Kenilworth Castle was the military bose of his
campaign., After the Battle of Lewesz ( 1264 ) he imprisoned Princs Edward
(Henry IIT'e son ) =t Kenilworth.

At this stage, Kenllworth was surrounded by 2 1C0 acres of mere, or lake,
and 1t was considored impregneble,.

In 1266 the castle was wnder sioge, ond it lnsted for 2 considorable time,
dosplte the attackers using barges on the more, and tho settinz up of wooden
towers holding a couple of hundrod bowmen. Eventuzlly, the attockers won whoen
there was famine ot the castle.

In 1352, John of Gount (Edward IIT's fourth son) become the owner or rather
possessor of Kenilworth. John of Gount spent a considorable sum of money on
the Cnetle, and bullt the Great Hall, and the Chambers. In effect, he turned
Kenllworth from o castle to more of a palacas

John of Gaunts son goinad the throne of England in 13599.

It wag over z oentury bhofore any more bullding was done to Kenilworth, Henry
VIIT building what was kmown as Lodgings, where Leleesters Buildings now
stand { or what's loft of them.) No remains zre loft of thils effort by Henry
VITI.

In 1553 Queen Elizabeth I gove the cestle to the Earl of Leicester. He was
the 1aat of tho great Kenilworth builders. Queen Elizebeth wos a great.
admiror of Lelcoster, and she prld many visits to the castle. One of these
visits wes In July 1575, when she wes at the castle for almost three weoks.
It is recorded that during this social eall, 320 hogshsads of beer were drunk,
and Leicester actually spent the vast sum ( for those days ) of 100,000
pounds on feastivities.

Yhen Leicester diod ( the history books say he had no 'legitimate ' heir')
the castle was sold for 14,000 pounds to Jomee Y, who gave it to tho Prinoe
of Wales. On his denth, it passed to Prince Charles, later Charles I.

In 1642 the civil war eoused the castle to change honds a mumber of times
until it was oventually firmly held by the Parliamenarians.

From this point onwardc the castle foll into steady decline.

The family of Clarendon took over the ctstle nt siren 1690, and it remained
in that fomily until 1937, when it was given to the nation.

As I mentioncd, Kenilworth has pleyed a noteable part in the history of
England, and if any of you get the opportunity, I fecl sure that you would
thoroughly enhjoy it...hoth it and its location in the heart of Warwickshire.
Just opposite the castle, on the Birminghoam road, arc little thatched-roof
cottages with black ond white walls, which date from Eliszbeothan times, and
where tea and cakes can be purchased. The Americans I tolked to thought it
wonderful. You never know. you might zet o chance to go there someday.
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I visited Warwick Castle on 6th April 1961,

accompanied by son Colin. The initial frustration to the affair was that we
had just travelled from Kenilworth Castle, described elsewhere in this issue,
and being sort of disorganised, I'd t2ken a complete roll of 35 mm film at
Kenilworth. There was so wnuch to see, as you'll have read, and I knew that

I would be able to purchase a new film in Warwick. Unfortunately, when we did
arrive there, it was lunch time, and all the shops were closed for that
period. I had two choices, to lounge about Warwick for almost two hours, or
to carry on 'doing' the castle. I wouldn't go so far as to say that Warwick
is guite BEndsville, but there are better places to spend two hourse..in a
cemetery for instance, that would be much more exciting.

It's just 2 nice quiet place...narrow streets,
and emall shope, something like an illo from a Charles Dickens novel. 3o, the
course was clear...we high-tailed it to the castle entrance, and a suitably
uniformed guide told us to get our admission tickets ' across the road.!

8o far, most of the historical places I've visited
and which you've read about have been under the control of the Ministry of
Works, or other such government departments dedicated to keeping the places
clean and free from cola bottles and empty tins of beans. And 2 good job they
do too. But Warwick is different. The Earl of Warwick is in RESIDENCE...and
he knows that he's sitting on a proverbial gold mine. A fast buck is the
guiding principle as far as he is concerned. And I'll be the first to admit
that if the country wes run on the ssme efficient lines, there'd be no need to
pay income tax in the British Isles...ond with the new big police rise, I pay
plentyeaass

I dragged Colin across the road...and inside e
shop. 1 asked for two tickets to visit the castle...the cost..35¢ for me,
20¢. Then I looked round me. The counters were £illed with postecards of the
castle, and a dinky illustrated guide book. This cost me another 35¢. Colin
espied souvenier pencils...long white ones with an i1lo of the castle on the
side. Another 10 ¢ each. 2o...no film in my camera, so it was essential to buy
a few postcards. Four dollars later Colin dragged me out, snd we crossed the
road and handed the tickets to the guide.

"Another sixpence, sir," he gaid with a superior
smile. Christ, I wondered, had I inadvertantly brushed an atom of dust from the
entrance wall ?

"The camera," ho explained," you have to pay sixpence
to take your own photographs.”

This put me one up in the open ing ploys of ny
visit to Warwick Castle.

"Wo £ilm in it," I said truthfully, and for a moment
he pondered the possibilities of a man walking about with a camerz with no film
in it. But the honest sparkle in my eye convinced him, I think, rather than the
creases I was making in the lapels of his blue jacket. e ushered us inside.



The drive %o the castle is ocut through solid rocke I copicd thot
from the guide book, because I cannot think of any better way fo put it. There
was something oppreesive about this drive, the rock was sheer on each side,
about twelve feot high, and trees above allowed their branches to overhang,
meking 1t like twilight. The drive curved round, ond a pretty nifty sight
met our eyes, and by now, we were hardenod castlephiles. Although I freely
admit that my front cover illo, executed with considerablo stylo skill, is
superbly done, it doesn't at all recapture the thrill of first sight. That
illo shows exzctly the view seen when one leaves tho drive. Yep, guoeas I should
heve told you before, thet illo represents o fan's eyo viow of Warwick Castle.
I've dono this subtle like, I'm waiting for someonc to roviow this issue, and
say they've rozd evory word with compelling interest, but Berry forgot to say
which castle tho illo dopicted. Bot someone 4008eeeesss

Yo possed through the massive gete tower, and came upon o vast
groon lawn, like a billiard table, and woooBhs...whot did T secs..masses of
Amorican's, talking as loud as they could, and trying to get a mole end fomale
peacock to poso on tho lawn. Thoso Amoriean's hold whirring movic cemera' s,
and scomod oblivious to tho centuries old eculturoc surrounding them. They
wanted to oateh tho poacockss T sidlod up with Colin. I'd nover seen peacoaks
at olose rango beforc, either,

The malo was playing herd to get. Truo, he held his head up and
struck a few oonfidont poses, but ho refused point blank to opon his lone multi-
ooloured tail like & fan. The Pomale wes walting, too, o nioce brown bird, with
passion cozing in her oyes, but the malo wouldn't ploy. Tho Amoricans ( and they
wore all Americans exoopt Colin and mysolf = and I'd boon to America, so
Colin wes tho odd ono out ) commenced to moke soductive noisos which I presume
woere intonded to raise tho sox instinct in tho poccocks But no go. The hen
staggerod off to find a fresh mssociato ( pu* that rather nicoly, didn't I7)
and heing gifted with a high intellect. y 1 decided thnt she was probably
heeding whore other peacocks would be, so broaking into a rapid trot, I
followed her across the lawn, through another portal, and onto a2 long path
with high trecs on one sido, and tho castlc on tho othor.

In ten minutoe, wo camo to tho ( to uss tho offiecial exprassion )
Conservatory. I saw tho two young nnd beautiful American girls I'd soen at
Kenilowrth.

"Why, hello there," they eaid.

I raiged my cap, 2nd gave them 2 winming smile. I looked down at
Colin, ond he looked up a% me. I realised that ny famed ill-luck had followed
me cven when on a search for culture. Here were two charming girls, about
twenty, ond thore was I, & virilo male, who had just boon treated to a chorus
of seductive noiscs...rarin' to go. You know what I moan. I felt that I could
hive rushed theee girls off their foets I knew I had the technique, but once
again I hadn't gotton the opportunity. It's always beon like thet...and
on the other hand, the times I'd got the opportunity I hadn't got the inspir-
atlon. Now, here was the old story...Colin would tell his mother all about it
when we zot back to Belfast, oand she wouldn't lot moc oub of her sight any more
on my tours for the finer things in lifce.s,and castles ne well )

So T evinced 2 dignified " Ah, good afternoon to you," 2nd passed on
Y way.

A peacock stood on the steps of the Conservatory. This bov was but
PROUD.

He fanned out his long tail, and it was wondrous to behold. It stood
up vertically, ond looking at the 'eyes' of blue and green and purplc reminded



me of 2 nightmare I hed once when hundreds of eyes were looking ai me.

ind 2 thing T didn' t know before, as a further oxample of his exhibitionism
he actually rattled his teil feathers, like a castanet player with a nervous
twitch....when he saw 2 female looking, he walzed round in @ circle, pushing
Colin cut of the way. I tried to force my way past him up into the Conserv-
atory, but he just wouldn't budge, so I had to wait until he'd turned 180
degreesg, and nip past whilst there was room.

The Conservatory was designed with fiondish skill to ensnaro the
wise ones who hadn't purchesed picture posteards at the ticket office. Once
again, the counters were sagging under piles of theme I bought another half
dozen, eespecially a couple of colour photo's of peacocks, onc with end one
without a tail erection. Then Colin pointed to the vasec.

THE VASE.

It appears that the Conservatory was built to hold the vesc., It
is of white marble, and must bo about thres feet high. The two handles are
formed of ! interwoven vine branches, from which the tendrils, leaves and
clustering grapes sproed round the upper margin'.

This vase wos found 2t the bottom of a lake nsar Tivoli, chout a
dozen miles from Reme in 1770. It came from the ruins of Emporer Hadrian's
Roman Villa at Tibur. History is ono of my weak subjects, and I haven't got
the onergy to research exactly whon he ruled in Ancient Roma, but it's probably
a souple of thousand years old, and, you know, I folt sort of humble locking
at it,

We returned to the castle, and juet then o distinguished-looking
nan osme out of a wide door and said he was about to teke interested folks
on a gulded tour of the stzte rooms inside. I Joined a throng of Americans,
and this chap, with & ready wit, a2nd spontaneous jokes he must have cracked
thousands of times, pave us the works.

I don't want to relterate everything I saw. It would bore you.
I'd aleo have to quote from the zulde book, and I don't like doing that. Any
idiot enn write a several page story by copying verbatim...and I'm the sort
of idiot who doasn't like doing that...besides which, I don't have enough
stenoils. Briefly, though, we presod through the 8tate Dininz Room, which
wouldn't lest very long at & science fiction conventlon. It was oll delionte,
with an 'Adem' fireplace, and pleturee by Van Dyck end Rubens. The Groat Hall.
This was Wsed for the trial of Piers Gaveston, the 'despleable' favourite of
Edward IT in 1%12. I smell scandnl herc, and must find oub whot the erime was,
ono dey. There are also various collactors items, such ns Cromwell's Holmet,
the Black Prince's gauntlet, tho saddle of Good Nucen Bess the First, ond a
motal saudron which was made ciren 1365. T like that sort of stuff. Wext
was the Red Drawing Room, which contocins pictures by Raphael, Rubens end Van
Dyek. The Cedar Drawing Reom is . , after the Great Hall, thc most splendid.
It is panelled extensively in cedor, with vastly ornamented chandsliers, thick
woven carpets and o unique Adam fireplace. More Van Dyek ard Rubens artwork
here, and 2lsco = unique hybrid ( T hope that's the correct technical
expression. It ig a pointed head and shoulders of Queen Henriette Maria,
wife of Charles I...the rest of the body and lezs wns painted by Sir Joshun
Reynolds, and it'e inmposeible to discover where Von Dyek finished and the
bold Jeshua started. Very impressive, slthough peresonally I prefer Eddie
JonesoThe Green Drawing Rocm.....Queer Anne' s Bedroome....T he Blus Boudoir...
The Lower Rooms..well, they were all much the sams...ornate, cultured, multi-
coloured and just too wonderful for words. Now I come to the clever bit. This
guide, a nice fellah, he showed us the steps wo go down from the Lower Room to
get to the exit. He pointed to tho left, and we wont down, and he shot off



like a rocket to the right, without even s2id !cheerio!. Well, I followed
the queue down the narrow stone staircase, which wns rather twisty, and when
we came to the exit, there was the zuide, with o smirk or his foce, and his
right hand held out saying 'Thank you, sir,' and as I zot ¢loser, I sow that
the Americens were pressing half crowns into his clutching and sweaty hand, and
one American, with a ciger, gave him 2 ten shilling note ( $1+.30). For a
second,I pondered on the cleverness of ths guide, nipping down a secret
stairway to catch us going out, and I decided that although his verbal per~
formance rated hizh, 2nd his wit was reasonable, he was most certainly
entitled %o a little cgoboos..but he wosn't getting 2 penny from me. I'd paig
out enough cash slready in order to see the castle. 80 I kisked Golin ahead
and pelted after him. Unfortunately, my trenchcoat pocket got caught on the
door handle by which the guide wae standing. I tried to get away, snd he
fixed me with a lmowing beady eye. "The gentlemen is in a hurry," he quipped.
do said 'zentleman' in the same tons as you'd say 1t if you were looking for
the words over a door. I eouldn't get my pocket off the door knob until
everyone had gone, end he went to ostentatious lengthe to help relense me,
possibly hoping thot he'd zet 2 pound note at leest, but I gzve him a surly
"thank you', and rneced after Oolin, who wos being chasad by o pencock trying
to zet one of it's long tail feathers baoks....

Nice castle...nice dey...only, I conslier, a mite too mercenary.

Joim Berry
1961

BRIEF HISTORICAL NOTES.

The knowledge of Warwick in the early days is scant, but it seems thet it

was an inhabited place two thousand ysars ago, and wos raveged by the Picts
and Scots on one of their forays in the very early AD!s.

“hen the Saxons invaded tho country round about 500 AD, information becomes
more reliable. They sottlesd, and the King of Moreis ruled for MENy years.

Next the Danes came, nnd in Alfred the Great'e time, they destroyced the town.
To combat them, Ethelfleda, daughter of Alfrad, mode the first fortificetions
at Werwick, and one of the mounds she had built still stands. I saw it. Trouble
wie, the Danes came dback ~zain, in 1016.

The Denes were followed in 1066 by William the Conqueror. A chap called Turchil
who the prasent Earl's of Warwick claim to be descended from, didn't support
King Harold ( the bloke who got an arrow in the oyo ot Haetinegs), and Willianm
wis pleased about this, and gave Turchil carte blanche to turn the Mound into
a more setisfactory fortress.

The wee o mite of chopping 2nd chenging about for a couple of hundred years,
and then in 1345 the building of the present castle woe coimenced.

Eirls of Warwicks ceme, and Earl's of Woawick went..n couple of them, because
of political ploys, had their heads chopped off'y including John Dudley, who
tried to get his daurhter-in-law, Lody Jane Grev, o the throne of England.
There was & mite of confusion during the Cromwellisn Period, un%il Lord

Srooke was instrumentrl in restoring King Charles II to the throne of Englond,
and got the castle, nnd he spent a considerable sum on it. In the late
seventeenth century, the drivewzv I've mentioned wes cut through the solid
rock.

The present Earl of Yarwick is Charles Guy Fulke Greville, who succeeded %o
the title in 1928. It can be seen from = perusal of these fragmentary notes
that the castle hes played a considersble pert in the course of the history of

England--..---....o.......--..-c.o.-.-.-.c-.co...-..‘.a....-...-.-.. ------ t o




KING .

¥King John's Castle is the first ancient mornument I have
visited in the Republic of Irelond, home country of Irish fon I=n McAulay.
My sister came over from Blrmlnghem for & short visit in Avgust 1960, and
on one of the deys I took her 2rd my family on & 'bus tour from Belfast,
down through County Down, "nd into Eire. Once into Eire, the road clouely
follows the edge of COarlingford Lough into Carlingford. The !bus stopped here
for the driver to hove o crafty smoke, and in the short time aovailable we
walked the couple of hundred yards northwards to the castle. There wes no Line
to go round it ( and it didn't Llook s though such facilities were avaeiloble,)
and allwe could do was stand, rather ewed, and look 2t it 2nd its locals.
For there is no doubt thaot if ever = cac*lo wos strategically sited, this one
wes. It covers the so called 'gap' to the north. It is on the very edgs of
the lough, =nd across o wide qtretch of azurc blue water onc ean plainly see
Warrenpoint, =nd the bezinnings of the Mourne Mountains behind it...which is
in County Down, Northern Irelqnd The eastle wae in o reasonsble state, qne
noticeable fezture wes the thickness of the wells, which I estimated to bo
ebout twelve foet thick. The snap on the fotoehcet will save about three
peges of explninstlon...bec%uee, 5s I stressed, we didn't get the tinme to 'do!
the costle in such detail s I normelly like to do. Sorry.

BRIEF HISTORICAI NOTEZ.

The enstle is in Pounty Louth, on the southern shore of Carlingford Lough,
eleven miles ENE of Dundalk.

The site had an originel structure of Danish influencc...cctus 1ly, the site
is on a rocky promontory which projects into the sea on e netural triangular
formation of rock.

In 1210 John de Courcy ( vou've read about him in the 1ast special historical
volume ) built the present site, o proboct the 'Gap'.

In 1535 the Treasury inspected the castle snd reported it wes in a bad state.
The suggestion was that masons should be brought from England, the cost to

be defrayed by fishery dues

In the next £ifty years or so the castle chanzed honds = number of times, as
follows te

1506 Eorl of Tyrone siezed the fort and carried off the ladies.

1641 21lr Con Maguire took the forh.

1648 Lord Inchiquin captured the cnstle.

1649 Colonel Venablea c2ptured it for the Porlimentary

foreces.

During one or more of these exchanges, the castle came under . very heavy
bombardment, because examination last century showed thot many connon balls
were in the ruins.
I must apologize once more Por the lack of deseriptive dato, it is rore for
me to be so vague sbout o subject 50 necr 40 my hetrteeeeesce.cn. .. veoriacadas
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TOP KEMPE STONES.
DUNDONALD, CO.DOYN, NORTHERN IRELAND.

Diane Berry is epecially posed in front
of this ancient megalithic burial sround
so as to give you some iden of its size.
Note cap stone supported by other smaller
stones...this weighe about 40 tons.

MIDDLE. JOHN OF GAUNT'S HALL.
KENTIWORTH CASTLE, WARWICKSHIRE, ENGLAND.

Note large window of hall, which resches
from ground level to edge of where roof
used to be.( To left of Colin Rerry.)
Note also the vertical slit windows in
cornor butiress.

BOTTOM KING JOHN'S CASTLE.
CARLINGFORD, CO,LOUTH, REPUBLIC OF IRELAND.
(EIRE.)

The huge size of this castle can be judzed
by the 1ittle blobs a2t the extreme botton
right of the photograph. They haven't come
out verv clearly in this reproduction, but
in reality there are asbout half 2 dozen
people sunbathing in that spot.(Try and
use your imagination 2 mite, huh 7 )

Note porticulorly, on risht side of photo-
graph, the extreme thickmess of the walls

Photographs taken by John Berry.




The Kempe Stones are, 2cnording to my reference book,

'one snd 2 holf miles east of Durdonald church'. Now Dundonald is only sbout
one and 2 helf miles from Belmont, and it's actually 2t the end of the Upper
Vewtovmards Road, of Oblique Heouse fame.

%5 one Sunday in July 1960, 2 very hot dey, I took my
family on the 'bus to Dundonald, figuring that this would save all our energy
for the one end = half miles to the Kempe Stones. Lz soon as the 'bus arrived
at the terminus, we zot out and I sought the nearest local inhebitent. He
wes 2 sare, and wos sitting ruminating on o low stone well. I went up to
him.

"Excuse me," T said," can you plesse direct me to the
Kerpe Stones ?"

He pondered, lookirz me up snd down the while. You 2ll
know that I heve an “nglish accent { although when I zo to my parents house
in Birminghem, where I was born, they say I have an Irish occent) and he
probebly presumed { quite wrongly ) that I wes on eccentric.

"T don't even know where Mr.Kempe lives," he said finelly.

Tt seemed to me that it would be pointless to tell him that
I was referring tc o megolithic burial monument of the third millenium B.C.
without cairn.

S0 we passed on our wiy ofstwards, but NO ONE had ever
heard of the Kempe Stones. I ressoned that it couldn't be much of & relic if
it was only just over = mile away and it wes unknown. I heve in fact come
to the conclusion thot not one person in a thousand is the slightest mite
interested in their historical heritnge. But no one. T have it on sound
archasological authority that it is only visitors from abroad ( ond mostly
Americans ) who ever ask for information sbout ancient sites. ind my friends
whom T've cpoken to sbout this 2bsorbinzg interest regerd it ns being 2 sheer
weste of time..es

Asg it was getting near the time to return home again, we
visitied briefly the one site which Dundonald is famous for, and just beacuse
it'e so conspicuous, everyone knows about i%, for it's on the main road. Very
few people lmown whot it is, but they know it's there.

It is known 2s the Dundonzld Mote. All it is 1is =2 wvasy
mound of enrtn, covered with gress. It is about 40 feet to the top ( and the
banke ars at on anzle of 45 degrees,)and the top is £lat, about 45 feet by
55 feets It commande a superb view of the surrounding countryside. Xing John
captured it in 1210, snd as far os con be ascertained, it was constructed
circa 1180. And that's all there is to sey chout Dundonald Mote 1AL
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I still hedn't zot the initistive to look up it's excct
loczation on the meps in my offics. It become a sort of challonge not to. I



mede up my mind to go out each Sunday wntil I found it. T reckonsd to
vork round esstwards in ever increasing circle until I come to it. In fact,
I did try this technigue for = couple of Surndays, and once I even went out on
safori with @ picture of the damn place =nd still no one hed ony idea where
it was.
By this time, my family ( in whom I'd menaged to instil some minor
interest ) were fod up with the whole affir, so to whip up some enthusissm I
roflexed ( 2 photographic process ) the portinent map, and mede 2. copy of
the area. It seemed much more then one end = half miles from Dundonsld to
me, and on the map, as the crow flies, it meesured over two miles. I told
my family it would be in the neture of = 3unday oftornoon remble...s ¢ross—
country once
Ye took another 'bus along the road to Newtownards, and got off
according to plan et tho mouth of = narrow lane. Now thero z=re some things I'm
poor at, and some things I shino a%. I've very good with & mape..I can find
my wey sbout without the slightest effort. Dick Enoy will testify to this, I
pilotod his czr right =across Michigan, end even through the streets of Dot-
roit, without the slightest suggestion of orror. Admittedly we ran out of
petrol o dozon miles from the hotel, when Eney woc certein thet the tank
hod suffioient for the journey, but I put thie down %o his figuring, rcther
then to any eircuitous route I may hove led him.
And so, on this sunny Sundey, I knew that the gosl was in sight.
I may have boon off beam with my ornl inquiries, but I shure could read a mep.
The lano we followed zot narrower and norrower, until it finelly
stopped at e hedgee This wes as my map had predicteds Whot the map didn't show
wes the swamp. Woll, it wesn't really a swamp liko in Ckeefonokoe, but my
wife had high heeled shocs on, end tho children sandals. The mire just about
lapped to the top of my hobnoilsd boots, so I wee prepered, anywny.
By the orafy ruse of following the hedgeline, we reached firm
ground azain, tho only 1ianbility beinz thet to persusde Disne to continue
I had to promiese to buyv her three paire of nylons and & now pair of shoes,
plus, though not definitely, o new coat. But sometimes I oon be stubborn.
Another half mile ecross fields ( why do thoy have so much barbed wire)
ond o pair of trousers later, end we hit o form. Well, it wasn't really a farm,
just e osort of shack with hens flying round. 4 white turkey, which must have
led rather = sholtered life, shed 2ll its feathers when 1t sew me at the
head of the sofarl; cnd 2s one, 211 the domestic birds took to tho roof. The
pige even tried to. The end of o blue-barrelled shotgun appeared from o gap
where a window ussed to be, and ushering the children in front of me, 2nd then,
when we were in direct range, behind me, we safely negotinted the farmyard
and over the barbed wire fence, through the field where the bull was, over o
stile that was built for o giant, through o strecm sbout Pifteon feot wide,
and we wers there 43
To we, it wae most definitely not an anti-climax, snd I told Diane
to stop sobbing, it was no use esking for her mother at this juncture. I told
her the XKempe Stones were thousands of years old, and no one knew who'd put
them there. I told herit wzs an ancient burial ground, and she looked at me,
sort of measured six feet, 2nd tren looked &% it with o sudden zleam in her
eyes.
I took meny photographe, as the fo tocheet shows...ob least, it
shows the best view of the stones.
The structure is kmown technically ss 2 'Dolman' ( the 0ld term
ie 'Cromlech), ond the massive cap~stone which is supported by the two smeller
stones weighs round about forty tons.
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20 0.K. I ¥now it doecsn't measure up to anything as huge ond
wognificent as, sey, Kenilworth Cestle, bubt fto me it is just 2s romentic,
even more so, beacuse it is still a sort of mystery.

The experts eugzest a Mediterranean influence to these structures,
although of course, the dauded stones don't give a true idea of what it was
like when built in the end of the third millenium B.C. W%hen the burial rites
hed taken place, the stones were covered with a huge cairn of esrth and stones,
which in this particuler case have disappeared. I have it on my long term
agenda to visit such burial grounds in Northern Irsland where the calrns
do stlll exits, there are many, although the Kempe Stomnss are only about
three or four miles away from where I'm sitting typing this. It is really
fortunate for me, beacause within easy distance of Belfnast are many such
sltes. I've visited quite & number of them, although it was before I started
toking extensive notes and photographa for these esoteric publicatione.

My egends, not teking the sitos in order of importonce but in order of variety,
will lest for many yeara yeot ( D.V.) 2nd I also plan to visit the sites of
ancient monuments 211 over the British Isles. Even in this small issue I've
covered threc oountries. I am oleo lucky in thot son Colin, now almoet eloven
yeare old, has oaptured the infection of my enthusinsm, and he sees a great
gignificonce In thess sitess.....

George Locke has visited the Kempe Stones. I'm surs you recollect
his version of o vicit to them. It wes in POT POURRI #17, the lost issue.

I also wrote o 1little about the Locke Visitation in RETRIBUTION #16, entitlad
HIGH FLYERS. I must also warn Eney thot if he gete TAFF ( and I'm sure he
will, =nd he's worth = plug even in o sacred publication like this ) and
comes over %o Northern Ireland, he'll mlso be dragzed to it, although now I've
discovered e civilised route, and tho obstacle course is out.

There is no need for s BRIEF HIATORICAL NOTES addendum in this
chapter, beozuse I've given all the svailable informotion in the text. There
is 2 great desl to think about, though....how they managed to carry 40 ton
copstones across country...whot wae the significance of the capstones and
the ritusl, whotever it was....w2s thers in fact a Meditereneen influence
( though this secems rather far-fetched to me, I meen, this was the end of

It is unfortundte that there aren't any such ancient sites in
America, becouse I would have .loved to have heard abont them in your B8APS-
zines. There is a possibility thot some of you SAP3ites from the south of
America mey have visited INCA and AZTEC relics in Mexico, hows about you,
Doreen ? If this is so, 2nd you have any definite information end maps 2nd/or
photographs, I'd be delighted if you'd submit them for future publication
in these spacial historical issues of POT POURRI. I don't want to hog all the
PogesssaeIlm ovon playing it off the cuff to get to the end of this stencil.
You camnot write much about 2 group of bloddy big stones in the middle of
a field, no matter how enthusiestic you are.... I've menoged three pages, but
then, I once spent five thousand words describing Walt Willis chenging geer
on his car.....




It mst be very rare indeed to hove on 2nclent monument on
your own doorstep. ¥y wifes father hes one. He lives in a bungtlow about ten
miles west of Relfast, in County Down, a place called Carryduff. I've mentioned
it before.

No more than ten yards from the rear gzble of the bungzlow,
the ground rises sharply, about fifteen feet. As this bank forms the horder of
his garden, my pa-in-law has fitted trellice work to it, and embroidered it
with roses, and 1upins zrow in profusion.

The very first tims we went to visit them, they pointed out
thet there was a ' fort at the bottom of our garden'. They kmew of my interest
in such thirngs, =2nd I neturally concluded it to be a rather poor joke =2t my
expense. But it is very true. There is a fort at the bottom of their garden.

My interes* wasg sh”rpened 2t such an intimete site. T
examined it further. The sketch herewith sivee an idea...it'e renlly o simpls
arrongement. The outer bank is between 15 snd 20 feet high. It is circular
Inside the bank is a ditch about twelve feet wide. The ground rises sharply
uwovaerds from this st

bank _ 3
PLAN VTEW. Tetna ot about 45.degrees, and
TR P S /7 onto o circular mound,
ik e LS NI about 140 fset ip
(1 diometer. That's =11
. i — there is to it. The
S \ k wnole thing was
garden \ A i "
g “‘“-~—N“‘_§\ \\\ sovered in gress, &nd
v bungalow ‘\~»~»/// cheep 2nd & big brown
‘““‘-\~§§\ cow crazed contentedly
\\\/ ¢ on this ancient gite.
i ‘ My wife's brother, Terry,
* rodius e e wee quite frank about
it 3 o the fact that he had
often pleyed cricket on

(.D . a .
u/)ﬁj \ f’ : SIDE VIEW. the site, and once he'd
, nctually pleayed football.
12— I wns shockad at this
utter secriloge, ond, sad to say, within tsn minutes we were 21l hoving & gome
of hide =2nd seek, where, centuries ago, encient Irishmen sioggered about.
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At this time ( 1954 or theresbouts ) I was in the course of
compiling a small librory dealing with sncient monuments in Northern Ireland.
I had two rather thick books which should have covered overy contingency. Cne
derlt with such monuments in Siste Chorsge, the other with the remainder which
vere not in S8tate Charrse.
First of =211, though, I had to discover what the site wa2s called.



The locel populace didn't know. Luckily, ot my office there is a file
of lerse scole maps covering the whole of Northern Ireland, and the mep of
the Carryduff arca showed the site to be called QUEEN'S FORT.

Bock home =2gain, I scznned my refercence books, but there was no refer-
encoe whatsoever to Duecen's Fort, Carryduff. There werc illustrations of other
similar types, and from rending zbout these, I gornered the following facts
which I { rightly) presused to applicoble to the Carryduff site -

The term ' fort' is misleading, as these circular mounds with protecting
bonks, cslled 'roths) were reclly formstends of over one thousand years ago.
They were all basically the seme type, & bonk snd dibeh surrounding 2 roised
ear thwork between 70 to 150 across. The fairly prominent benk and didch
served as o protoction agninst marauding snimals and humans. Inside the bink
wos 0 smell low houso, the rest of the area sorving os o farmyord. There is
2 second type of rath, in which the mound inside the benk was in rezlity
domed...roofed over, and onimale and the femily living together under the
same roof. One such rnth wes excovoted completely rome years ago, and it was
only holf s dozen miles from Carryduff. ‘hen these rathe were built, there
wers probobly quite & fow of thom to the squore mile.

3imilor roths were built in parts of Britoln before the Romans come,
z1thouzh it is barely possible thot any of the Irish raths sre as old,

nat wos the sum total of Jmowledze I wes able to obtain sbout the roths,
and although of course we've visited the sito mony times o year sinoce 1954,
14 nlways seemed that 1t would hold its secrots forever. 3gveral times I wos
tompted to try and excovnto it myself, but thot would show an undue familerity
with a spade, ~nd my wife had been on the watch for years for such 2. sign.
Then....1lnst October 1960 T <ot o telephona call.s......
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Terry, my hrother-in-law, rang through to mo in the office and told me
thot Oueen's Fort hnd been oxcavatod. He expleined thet » fiyrm of building
sontractors hnd decided to build & foirly large housing estnte in the viecinity,
and as far as he know, 1t wes a distinct possibility that the fort would bhe
dug up to moke room for the now houses. Obviouely, someone in authority hod
sotten wind of this, ond had tokon the stsp, rather bolotedly, to find out
something about the history of the rath.
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A month or two 2go I went to the site again. I was glad to see that
1t hod not beon removed to mske room for housos. Rother cleverly, half a
dozen bungolows hrd beon built round the circumference of the bhank, to join
up either side with my fother—in-laws bungalow.

Tho exeavotion scars were obvious...trenchos hnd boeen dug across the
mound, nbout fivo or eix feet wido, =and whon the oxc~vetion had been concluded
they wers filled vp og2in, #nd mounds of turf put hock in plecoe. Probably,
in time, the gross will grow =enin, and the sonrs will vanich.

From my enquiries round the locality, I lesrmed thot Queen's University
of Belfast hod beenresponsible for the excavation, and ot the beginning of
May 1961 I wrote o lotter to ths Archacolozy Departrent, ~sking for %ho
reault of the excavations.

Just lost woeck I got o reply, in much more detoil then I had considered.
I'm reprinting this lotter in full on the opposite pare, and then you'll kmow
as much nbout Queen's Fort as T do. I feel somghow attoched to this site,
beeause it's the only onc I've been in intimote contact with over o numbor of
years, nnd 1 didn'% hove to pay to oxplore itb.



THE QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY OF BELFAST.

Department of Archoeclogy.
25.,V.'61

Dear Mr.Berry,

During lest Autumn I carried out = preliminery
investigation of thoe Queen's Fort, Carryduff, which was at that
tims threatened with destruction by building. The excavetions
were restrictod to assessing the history of the site in terms of
vortical strotificotion, and accordingly a naerrow trench was carried
across the summit arca, some &' wide and 120' long.

In spite of its outer rampert and ditch, Queen's Fort
belongs to 2 class of monumonts known ae Roised Raths, about which
only a limited cmount is known. This is the fourth site of this
olass to be oxeavoted in Ulster, the others being Ballyfoundor and
Lisinohon, CosDown ( excavoted by Mr.D.M. Waterman of the Archaeological
Survey of Goumty Down ) and Ballynarry, Co.Down, oxcoveted by nyself.

The Carryduff sitc showed itself to have on extremely
complex history of occupation. This is virtuelly inpossible to explain
on paper 2t present — the full implications hove not been worked out
yet, pending the report of the soil chemists on some samples submittod
to them. Briefly, the site sppesrs to hove had threo phases of
structural ocoupation as a stendard Rampart ond Ditch Rath, before
undergoing & long occupation which trensformed it into it!'s present
platform shopes. It is this graducl formation of o low mound which
particulorly intercets me, ond forms the mein focus of my research at
present.

Very fow artifracts were found - some Lo sherds of cozrse
pottery of dark =ge type : at present it is not possible to suggest
0. Pirmer date than circa 500 — 1100 or 1200 AD zs = bracket within
which the occupntion must have taken plece.

I'm sorry to be so vague : Carryduff ie one of the most
complex examples of its kind that 1 have ever come across, ond at
present is imperfectly understood even by myself os excavator. However,
I should be glad to discuss the site with you, and also the 2llied sites
mentioned above, and to show you the sections and plens, ete,

Yours singerely,
Brian K.Davison.
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Well, thoss of you how zre interested, 2nd hoveroad the

letter above, now know 28 much s anyone in the world about Nuecn's Fort. In
fact, us few in SAPS are the first to hear ebout it, beecuse it will be some
considerable time until Mr.Davison is ready to publish his findings. In other
words, archacolosicrlly speaking, I've mancgod 2 world scoop horcs

Ag yet, T hoven't mede any arrangements to visit Mr.Davison,

but I will, 2nd in noxt years volume I'1ll give you any further facts which come
to light.
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This hos boen POT POURRI #18.
I+ is publiched for the #56th
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